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similar conditions, would attempt to prove that it would a posteriori.
This introduction would be incomplete without a reference to the various movements for the reformation of Islam that have taken place subsequent to the death of its founder. It is remarkable that these ha^e generally originated in Arabia itself. The force of the initial eruption soon expended itself. After the fall of the Bagdad Caliphs, the Arabs as a political force ceased to count. They became absorbed in the populations of the countries they had conquered or else returned to their nomad state. Arabia at the present time is very much as the Prophet knew it. Though most Bedou tribes profess Islam, they have little regard for its precepts or ceremonies.
Yet the most important of these revivals was originated by an Arab of Negd, Abd-ul-Wahab, in the middle of the eighteenth century. Disgusted by certain superstitious and idolatrous practices he had observed on the pilgrimage, he preached on his return to his own country a simpler and purer conception of the faith. This revival met with great success for a time. The "Waha-bies " captured Mecca and Medina and destroyed Kerbela. They threatened the very existence of the Turkish Empire in the early part of last century, but were finally crushed by Mohammed Ali in 1817-19, in a campaign which is remarkable as being the only occasion on record when Central Arabia has been invaded in force. The " Senussi " confrerie represents another movement of the same nature which is receiving less attention than it deserves. The more celebrated " Mahdi " of the Sudan does not, however, fall in this category. A remarkable saying, recorded of the Prophet, is that Islam, after attaining great power, will gradually decline till it becomes little more than a name in the world, but will eventually be regenerated by " The Mahdi," a sort of Moslem Messiah, who is to convert the whole world, and whose coming will herald its end. The Sudanese "Mahdi" claimed to be this Messiah, and requires to be distinguished from the various " Mullahs " and others who claim the title of " Mahdi," which merely means divinely guided, and without the definite article has no special significance,